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Warren Hill – the story so far

I have been in post since September 11th 2006, after working at the prison for some two years as a teacher. Research conducted a little while ago indicated that there was a need for a family’s project at Warren Hill and Carlford, given that the age of the trainees ranged from 15 to 18 which is a very difficult time in terms of relationships and home life in many households – how right they were! In the few months that I have been in post I have met with many trainees with issues ranging from trying to mend a relationship with a very angry mum, to wanting to get in touch with an estranged girlfriend so that they can see their son. 
I ran the Ormiston Trust 'You and Your Child' course in January and again in June for a total of ten young people who are parents themselves, but prior to that I have conducted some individual parenting skills sessions for trainees who are returning home to a new baby or have on ‘on the way’. 
With the full co-operation of the establishment here at Warren Hill, we held a Children’s Visit just before Christmas and again in May, when children, brothers, sisters or cousins under the age of 11  come into the prison and spent a couple of hours in the company of their family member in a relaxed setting, rather than the rows of chairs that ordinary visits are held on. Ormiston Trust have funded the purchase of lots of play equipment for use on this and other children’s visits, and I really enjoyed watching the trainees have some time to play with the children and interact in a setting that is a ‘normal’ as we can make it. One of the trainees told me that it didn’t seem like prison that afternoon.
For me as Project Leader, at the start of what is a very exciting project here at Warren Hill, the opportunity to work with these young men in order to facilitate more positive relationships at home and to support their emerging parenting skills is a valuable role which seems to be welcomed both by the individuals using the service and by the establishment itself. Research has shown a clear link between positive family relationships and a reduction in offending, and so I hope that from Warren Hill and Carlford, Ormiston Trust is contributing positively to the lives of these young men and equipping them with skills and experiences that will empower them when they return to their own communities at the end of their time with us.

You and Your Child Evaluation Form

Please tell me three things you liked about the course…..

1.

2.

3.

And please tell me three things you didn’t like about it…..

1.

2.

3.

Have you got any ideas about other things we could talk about on the course….

Would you be interested in doing another parenting course ?

Would you advise other young people to take part ?

Thank you and well done for your hard work – your certificate will arrive soon 
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